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MC2 brings new tech
to older aircraft

STORY BY

fter hundreds of projects and decades of

experience, technicians at Mid-Canada Mod

Center are experts in enhancing flight safety,
pilot communications and passenger entertainment. For
20 years, the Transport Canada approved maintenance

Bill Arsenault, (left) founder and vice president of Mid-Canada Mod
Center, received a Lifetime Achievement Award from Mark van Berkel,
CEO of TrueNorth Avionics, in November at the National Business
Aviation Association’s Convention and Exhibition in Orlando, Florida.
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organization has been helping to integrate leading-edge
avionics and electronics into corporate and charter
aircraft.

“We’ve grown substantially over the years, moving to
increasingly larger spaces over time,” said Bill Arsenault,
founder and vice president of Mid-Canada Mod Center,
who attributes the company’s success to its unique
expertise. “We’ve earned numerous awards by both the
industry and our peers, and been consistently ranked
among the top dealers in North America by avionics
manufacturers.”

The service center, which started at the Toronto
Pearson International Airport, continues on the same
airfield in Mississauga, Ontario — just outside Toronto.

“Today, we’re focused on growth by way of bringing
new technology to corporate aviation,” said Arsenault,
an avionics maintenance engineer who has more than
40 years of experience in aviation, and whose father
was an aircraft engineer. “Many of our projects have
been for older corporate airframes, including Citations,
Hawkers and Falcons, some Gulfstream aircraft, and
Bombardier Challenger and Lear models. We even
revamped four former commercial 737 for corporate
and combi-airline use.”



WEBSITE: midcanadamod.com WHAT THEY DO: Mid-Canada Mod Center EMPLOYEES: 28

specializes in selling, installing, servicing
FACILITIES: 44,000 square feet and certifying cabin avionics for commercial, FOUNDED: 1996 by Bill Arsenault
of shop and hangar space corporate and charter operators. and Barry Aylward

AEA MEMBER SINCE: 1996

== w"-—_'-._n"‘-fa_

After 47 years, this de Havilland Canada DHC Beaver was a patchwork of equipment updates. In 2013, Mid-Canada Mod Center’s technicians created
a modern cockpit, installing a Garmin G600 dual integrated flight display, Garmin GTN 750 nav/comm, Garmin GTS 825 Traffic Advisory System, and
Garmin GRS 77 Attitude and Heading Reference System.

Engineering expertise includes a Universal UNS-1LW Flight Management
Mid-Canada Mod Center’s multitalented staff System, Universal CVR120R Cockpit Voice Recorder,
designs, engineers and installs components Universal UL 801 Communications Management

and connections, panels and systems. The Unit, Universal Solid State Data Transfer
Unit, True North Avionics
TN1007-100 Data Link Unit,
and a Miltope printer. Mid-
Canada Mod Center recently

added Federal Aviation

organization boasts a long list
of supplemental type certificates
and many firsts.

According to Arsenault,
MC2 was the first to install and
certify TrueNorth’s Simphoné Administration approval.
Chorus and Optelity Pro cabin “FANS essentially deals
communications systems. The L with digital crew-to-ATC
service center also certified the communications,” Arsenault said.
Simphoné FANS-1/A+ Data Link “Having a separate control unit frees

Unit on a Falcon 50, Airbus A310, up the existing CDUs to be used for their intended
and most recently on a Challenger 604. purpose — navigating the aircraft. Nearly all airliners

In 2015, Mid-Canada Mod Center completed its STC
for a FANS upgrade on a Challenger 604. The upgrade Continued on following page
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